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Let’s help more kids SURVIVE PAST FIVE

Last year, 8.8 million children died in extreme poverty before reaching their fifth birthday; that’s more than 24 000 children dying every day – mostly from easily preventable causes, like diarrhoea and pneumonia. These children, who happen to have been born into poverty, have just as much value to God as our kids here in Australia. 

Micah Challenge is a global campaign of Christians who want to be a voice for God’s justice. The campaign wants to see grassroots action to advocate for the world’s kids springing up from Churches all over Australia, and have come up with a simple but effective action idea to help Churches engage with this issue. 
“We want to see 'Survive Past Five' 5th Birthday Parties held in all 150 electorates across Australia before the 2010 Federal Election”, said Micah Challenge National Coordinator, Mr. John Beckett.
“The ‘Survive Past Five’ campaign presents an exciting opportunity to use our voices for justice, by advocating to see more kids survive to their fifth birthday – and beyond.”
A 5th Birthday Party is a great way to engage your church, school, workplace or wider community with this key justice issue. The action can be easily adapted to various church-life settings, including family church services, morning teas, kids church, or playgroups. It can also create an opportunity to connect with your local media and your Member of Parliament (MP). Invite your MP to attend your party or send them a photo along with signed 5th birthday campaign cards to encourage our Government to do its fair share towards making sure that every child can survive past five.

Anyone who has seen a five-year-old child on their first day of kindergarten will intrinsically know that children have value. Shiny new school shoes, hair neatly combed, little faces full of nerves and excitement. Perhaps a tear or two is shed at the school gate – by mum and dad. Children represent our future and the innocence of humanity. Jesus himself alluded to the value of children when he told us we must “become like little children” if we are to enter His Kingdom (Matthew 18:3). 

In this passage, Jesus was speaking to a society who placed little value on the rights of children. So Jesus’ words would be unusual, perhaps even shocking, to his listener’s ear. Surely, if Jesus were on earth today, he would not have used this example. Surely here in Australia, a society where child rights are prioritised, we don’t need a reminder of how precious little ones are to God… Then again, maybe we do.

In a country where we love and value our kids so much, it’s hard to imagine that we wouldn’t also be motivated to take action to help others’ kids survive infancy. We know that, as Christians, God wants us to respond. But many of us seem uncertain of where to start.

"He has showed you what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God". (Micah 6:8)
The words of the Old Testament prophet, Micah, are a reminder that God wants us to respond to injustices like these, not only with our money, but also with action. 

“We urge you to ask God to let your heart be broken for kids under five. 

“We need your help to make the 5th Birthday campaign a success! We want every Australian Federal politician to know that Australians are meeting together to celebrate children, and to highlight that we have the opportunity to save more children’s lives”, said Mr. Beckett.
Micah Challenge has all the resources you need to take action. Visit www.micahchallenge.org.au/fifthbirthdayaction for more information, to sign a 5th birthday e-card and to register your ‘Survive Past Five’ 5th Birthday Party on the electorate map.

Micah Challenge Australia is a coalition of more than 30 Christian aid and development agencies as well as Churches, groups and individuals from a large range of denominations. More than 50 Christian leaders also endorse the campaign, including Tim Costello, Darlene Zschech and John Dickson.
- ENDS -
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Media Enquires: 
Tabitha Horsley
Communications Coordinator, Micah Challenge Australia
E: media@micahchallenge.org.au 
P: (02) 9356 8500
Please Note: John Beckett, Tim Costello, Darlene Zschech and John Dickson have all agreed to endorse this 5th birthday campaign. Photos of them as children under five are available on request. 
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